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Dear Brothei:
This is written about two weeks after Easter. I have just listened to a report over the telephone
concerning the progress of the "Building for Christ" effort. You will probably have more up-to-date
figures when you read this. As of now: $3,000,000.00 from approximately two thousand congregations
and 600,000 communicants. Judgment of observers at 210 North Broadway: With some thorough
follow-up work the entire sum of $5,000,000.00 will be gathered before the leaves turn brown on our
elms.
It is difficult for me to find words which would be an adequate reflection of the depth of our
gratitude. For our Lutheran University this news means new strength, new responsibilities and new
opportunities. The dollars will work here as they have seldom worked anywhere else, and the cold
cash will almost immediately be transformed into the living warmth of students and faculty who will
have a greater life and task because of the generosity of our fellow Christians. And so our gratitude
is very real. A special salute to the brother who serves a small parish in Kansas and came up with
an average of $26 per commvmicant — to the brother who has a large congregation in Michigan and
despite heavy local obligations gathered more than $30,000.00 — to the brother in Iowa who had
an excellent collection and picked up four fine pigs in addition. It must be axiomatic in The Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod by now that the success of Synod-wide collections depends upon the attitude
and leadership of our pastors. When they decide that a certain thing is to be done, it is usually,
under God's grace, done. A "Te Deum" therefore for the brethren who remembered us so generously.
Even now at this early date the effects of the "Building for Christ" effort are evident in other areas.
At this writing we have received the applications of more than 800 freshmen, a hundred fifty more
than at this same time last year. I am sure that a brother will now reach for his pen or typewriter
and ask: "Where are you going to put all these people?" That has been the subject for discussion
at many long meetings during the past month. We believe that we can solve our housing situation,
at least for September, 1955. Every other day I wander out to the woods behind the gymnasium
where our new dormitory is rising with almost incredible speed. While BFC dollars are not in the
brick and mortar of this building (]it is self-liquidating on the basis of funds made available to us by
our friends plus a loan from an insurance company), I am sure that the evidence of financial stability
and nation-wide support offered by the BFC helped us to establish the credit which assured us of the
necessary funds.
And that's enough about money for this time. Are you ever uneasy about the number of hours
and days and years we who have come to the Kingdom at such a time as this are devoting to our
financial problems? Of course, some of this time is necessary. An embattled church must have the
material sinews of war. Our missionaries must eat, and our churches must be warm on winter days.
There are jittery moments, however, when I wonder about the entire business. Have we learned too
much from the world — "sound business principles" (whatever they may be), "efficient methods"
(1 suspect the Church at Philippi was happy and good, but not too "efficient"), "organizational know-
how" when oiur great need is more knowing of God in Christ and His venturesome and fearless will
for us? Perhaps all of us should include this matter in oiu meditations and prayers. Tlien Ae money
will come too.
Now to other matters .... These random notes are intended solely for the brethren in the holy
ministry. Occasionally, however, they seem to fall into unexpected hands. A recent copy came to
the attention of one of our graduates, a first-rate, thoughtful social worker, the daughter of one of oiu
pastors. She reached for her typewriter and demonstrated to my joy that what we are trying to do
at Valpo often works out exceedingly well. We are producing a type of graduate of which our
Lutheran University and the Church can be very proud. Many of them are loyal, thoughtful rrnrt
deeply Christian. A few paragraphs from her epistle:
"You will be glad to know, I am sure, that social work is becoming more and more aware
of the value and impact of religion. Of course, the field as a whole still thinks of religion as
a little room which we add on to a house rather than a foundation on which we build, but



